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President Johnson 
pledged yesterday “to .pre- 
serve and to strengthen” 
the NATO Alliance without 
France, if necessary, .with 
a place left open for her 
eventual return to full par- 
ticipation. 

Mr. Johnson rejected every 
premise in President de Gaul- 
le’s decision to pull France 
out of the military structure 
of NATO, without mentioning 
the French leader. Mr. John- 
son also cautioned that France 
may be endangering her. own 
security by her action. 

Speaks at State Department ; 

The President’s address, the 
first full Uiiited States re- 
sponse to t the NATO with- 
drawal ; actions s t a r t e d by 
France on March 7, was de- 
livered before an audience of 
Foreign Service officers at the 
State Department. It was: in: 
accord with last week’s dec- 
laration by the United States 
and NATO’s 13 other nations 
to maintain an “integrated and 
interdependent” military or- 
ganization. 

Mr. Johnson was deliber- 
ately calm and impersonal 
in his remarks. He broke no 
new ground. He privately 
had told de Gaulle much the 1 
same thing in a letter deliv- 
ered two days ago. . The pri- 
mary audience the President 
was addressing yesterday, how- 
ever, was not de Gaulle, but 
France itself and other Euro- 
pean allies of the United 
States. 

Sees Security at Stake 

At stake in the maintenance 
of the . 15-nation North Atlan- 
tic Treaty Organization, said 
the President, “is the design 


of collective security protect- 
ing the entire Atlantic world” 
that is “woven through the 
history of the past 20 years.” 

This objective “transcends 
the personalities and issues of 
the moment,” ' said Mr. John- 
son. 

To replace a pattern of 
unity” with a courseo f “isola- 
tion,” said the President, 
would be a return to “those 
national rivalries which so of- 
ten led to the useless squan- 
dering of lives and treasure in 
war.” That would deny thei 
hope, the President said, “for 
the reconciliation of Western 
Europe with the people of 
Eastern Europe” and would 
shake the “political integrity” 
and the physical security that 
represent the Atlantic area’s 
present stability.” 

NATO does have to adapt 
to “changing needs,” said the 
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President, buit “consultation, 
not isolation, is the route to 
reform.” 

Mr. Johnson rejected de 
Gaulle’s contention that the 
North Atlantic Treaty, signed 
in 1949, and the NATO milit- 
ary organization built upon it 
in later years, are different 
and separable. 

De Gaulle has said France 
wil continue to participate in 
the Treaty, but not in the 
NATO “integrated” (military 
system. A French memoran- 
dum of March 12 to its allies 
called for: French withdrawal 
of its remaining forces under 
NATO command (primarily 
two divisions based in West 
Germany and aircraft units 
there equipped with Ameri- 
can tactical nuclear weapons); 
eviction of NATO military 
headquarters from France, 
and the removal of United 
States and other Allied bases 
from France. 

The Treaty “is more than 
a legal document,” sadd Presi- 
dent Johnson; “it is the foun- 
dation of a living institution 
. . . NATO . . . created to 
give meaning and reality to 
the Alliance commitments.” 

Mr. Johnson warned indi- 
rectly that the degree of 
mutual protection given to 
member nations by the NATO 
treaty will be diminished for 
France if she pulls out otf the 
integrated NATO military 
command. 


The lesson of two World 
Wars has been that' aggressors 
feed on divided victims, said 
the President. “Old and nar- 
row concepts of sovereignty” 
have been made even more 
obsolete by new technology, 
he said; a nation that seeks 
its security by trying “to pre- 
pare and plan alone, could 
still imperil her own security 
by creating a situation in 
which response would be too 
late and too diluted.” 

That was putting France on 
notice that, in a nuclear- 
missile age, her absence from 
a combined defense command 
ability to come to her defense. 

But throughout Mr. John- 
son’s remarks there was im- 
plied recognition that de 
Gaulle is unlikely to be de- 
flected from the course he 
has set for France. In effect, 
the President held a door 
open for a change of policy 
after de Gaulle. 

Mr. Johnson said he is hope- 
ful that no nation “will long 
remain withdrawn from the 
mutual affairs and obligations 
of the Atlantic,” and prom- 
ised that “a place of respect 
and responsibility will await 
any ally who decides to re- 
turn to the common task.” 
Twice in his address the 
President employed quotations 
from a French advocate of 
pooled defense, Robert Schu- 
mann, a former French Pre- 
mier and Foreign Minister. 


One was a quotation, in the 
1949 period when the Treaty 
was signed, that “liberation is 
not enough” to make Europe 
secure, but that it also re- 
quires defense to prevent at- 
tack. 

In Paris, Information Secre- 
tary Yvon Bourges said that 
the French government is 
studying Mr. Johnson’s letter 
to de Gaulle. De Gaulle pre- 
sided at a Cabinet meeting 
which discussed NATO. 

One French newspaper, Le 
Figaro, reported yesterday 
that the United States soon 
will announce the withdrawal 
of all American troops from 
France. Officials here denied 
that. They said the United 
States position continues to 
be that it is up to de v Gaulle 
to state exactly What' he in- 
tends to do. Until now, they 
maintain, he has set forth 
only “intentions,” not specific 
plans. 

American officials reiter- 
ated that, (technically, most 
of the U.S.-French military 
agreements run for the life 
of the Treaty, meaning that 
they require a year’s notice in 
1969, when a member nation 
may withdraw; one year-to- 
yeaFs notice to change, they 
said. 




